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Practice Tasks 

Practice Task 1 
Question 1 

Match the theorist and the key concepts of play. 

Montessori (1870-1952) Play has distinct stages 

Steiner (1861-1925) Play is the work of a child.   

Parten (1902-1970) The Reggio Emilia approach focuses on importance of environment. 

Malaguzzi (1920-1994) Uses natural materials to enhance play. Children need to be creative 
and use their imagination and play is needed to develop. 

 

Question 2 

Children are playing together in the home area. They each have a role.  

Match each action to the development outcome that most closely relates to the learning 
taking place. 

Social, emotional and moral 
development  

Children are grasping objects such as cups, knives and 
saucepans.  

Physical development and 
fundamental movement skills  

Children help each other to prepare the meal. They organise 
roles and what they should be doing.  

Creative development  The saucepan handle falls off and the children are not sure 
how to fix it. They problem-solve to decide on their actions.  

Cognitive and communication 
development  

The children design a menu. Each of the meals is drawn and 
made into a book.  

 

Question 3 

Which of the following statements are correct about play? Select yes or no for each one. 

a. Children have different learning styles. These influence their understanding of what 
educators need from them to give them quality play experiences. 

Yes / No 

b. Standard 1.3 of the NQS encourages educators to work in teams and to collaborate to 
enhance play experiences. 

Yes / No 

c. Play-based learning encourages many aspects of a child’s development. Educators 
support children by creating environments that are responsive to their strengths and 
interests.  

Yes / No 
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d. Fundamental movement skills are skills educators develop so they can provide for 
children’s ideas for play based on their interests and abilities. 

Yes / No 

e. Play is the same across the world. Children all play the same and learn the same things 
from play. 

Yes / No 

f. Play-based learning always has a goal, and educators should insist children participate 
in all types of play. 

Yes / No 

g. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the EYLF, MTOP and NQS all identify a 
child’s right to play and the belief that free play and play-based learning are valuable. 

Yes / No 

h. Pedagogy that is centred around the EYLF, MTOP and NQS all identify a child’s right to 
play and the belief that free play and play-based learning are valuable.  

Yes / No 

 

Practice Task 2 
Question 1 

Four children have chosen not to participate in play using clay. Match each reason for not 
participating to its example. 

A momentary decision Lloyd has trouble holding the clay tools and feels uncomfortable 
using them. 

Result of an event Meridith has experienced clay before and doesn’t like the slimy 
feeling. 

An ongoing difficulty Last time Rohas made something from clay it broke. The other 
children laughed. 

An ongoing decision Preety sees lots of children at the clay table. She watches for a 
while and moves away. She thinks she might return later when it 
is quiet. 

 

 
Question 2 

Which of the following statements about play are correct? Select yes or no for each one. 

a. Play areas should promote a sense of belonging.  Yes / No 

b. Play environments should be enticing and reflect the diversity of society. Yes / No 

c. Play is a child’s way of learning and understanding the world around them. Yes / No 

d. If a child does not want to participate in an activity, you should keep trying to get 
them to join in. 

Yes / No 
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Social, emotional and moral 
development  

Children help each other to prepare the meal.  sharing pots 
and pans. They organise roles and what they should be doing. 

Cognitive and communication 
development  

The saucepan handle falls off and the children are not sure 
how to fix it. They problem-solve to decide on their actions.  

Creative development  The children design a menu. Each of the meals is drawn and 
made into a book.  

 

Question 3 

Which of the following statements are correct about play? Select yes or no for each one. 

a. Children have different learning styles. These influence their understanding of what 
educators need from them to give them quality play experiences. 

Yes / No 

b. Standard 1.3 of the NQS encourages educators to work in teams and to collaborate to 
enhance play experiences. 

Yes / No 

c. Play-based learning encourages many aspects of a child’s development. Educators 
support children by creating environments that are responsive to their strengths and 
interests.  

Yes / No 

d. Fundamental movement skills are skills educators develop so they can provide for 
children’s ideas for play based on their interests and abilities. 

Yes / No 

e. Play is the same across the world. Children all play the same and learn the same things 
from play. 

Yes / No 

f. Play-based learning always has a goal, and educators should insist children participate 
in all types of play. 

Yes / No 

g. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the EYLF, MTOP and NQS all identify a 
child’s right to play and the belief that free play and play-based learning are valuable. 

Yes / No 

h. Pedagogy that is centred around the EYLF, MTOP and NQS all identify a child’s right to 
play and the belief that free play and play-based learning are valuable.  

Yes / No 

Solutions 

a. No. Learning styles relate to the way people learn, either by seeing, listening or doing. Learning 
styles influence the way a child might learn through play.  

b. Yes. Standard 1.3 Encourages educators to work in teams and to collaborate to enhance play 
experiences. 

c. Yes. Play-based learning encourages many aspects of a child’s development, including  physical, 
social, emotional and moral development as well as cognitive, creative and communication 
development. 

d. No. Fundamental movement skills are developed as children balance, and learn to control their 
bodies and objects. 

e. No. Families have different experiences and expectations of play. 
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f. No. Play does not always have a goal. Children may be drawn to different types of play. 

g. Yes. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the EYLF, MTOP and NQS all identify a child’s 
right to play and the belief that free play and play-based learning are valuable. 

h. Yes. Pedagogy is based on free play and play-based learning where children learn and make sense 
of themselves and their world during their play. 

 

 

Practice Task 2 
Question 1 

Four children have chosen not to participate in play using clay. Match each reason for not 
participating to its example. 

A momentary decision Lloyd has trouble holding the clay tools and feels uncomfortable 
using them. 

Result of an event Meridith has experienced clay before and doesn’t like the slimy 
feeling. 

An ongoing difficulty Last time Rohas made something from clay it broke. The other 
children laughed. 

An ongoing decision Preety sees lots of children at the clay table. She watches for a 
while and moves away. She thinks she might return later when it 
is quiet. 

Solution 

An ongoing difficulty Lloyd has trouble holding the clay tools and feels 
uncomfortable using them. 

An ongoing decision Meridith has experienced clay before and doesn’t like the slimy 
feeling. 

Result of an event Last time Rohas made something from clay it broke. The other 
children laughed. 

A momentary decision Preety sees lots of children at the clay table. She watches for a 
while and moves away. She thinks she might return later when 
it is quiet. 

 

 
Question 2 

Which of the following statements about play are correct? Select yes or no for each one. 
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